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ASIAN AMERICAN & PACIFIC ISLANDER HERITAGE 
MONTH

2017 Theme:  Unite Our Voices by Speaking Together
The theme was selected by FAPAC (Federal Asian Pacific American Council) - www.fapac.org

Asian Pacific American Heritage Month (APAHM), now officially proclaimed Asian American & Pacific Islander Heritage 
Month, is celebrated in May to commemorate the contributions of Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders in the U.S.  
May was chosen to commemorate the arrival of the first Japanese immigrants to America on May 7, 1843, and to mark 
the anniversary of the completion of the transcontinental railroad (by many Chinese laborers) on May 10, 1869.  In 
1992,  the official designation of May as APAHM was signed into law. 

PROFILE:  Elinor Lutu-McMoore
Meteorologist, National Weather Service - Weather Service Office (WSO) Pago Pago in 
American Samoa

Elinor is the daughter of Samoan High Chief Afoa Leulumoega 
Lutu and Etenauga Lam Yuen Lutu. In addition to playing 
an important role in her family cultural functions, Elinor is 
one of the main meteorologists at the WSO Pago Pago in 
American Samoa.  Elinor attained her first Bachelor’s degree 
in Business Administration from the University of San Diego 
and prior to her work at NWS, served as an intern for the late 
Congressional Delegate of American Samoa, Faleomavaega 
Eni Hunkin.  She is married to David McMoore and has four 
children -- Byron, Darius, Daniel and Kireina-Netanayah.

Elinor started her career with NWS WSO Pago Pago in 2005 
as a meteorological technician. In 2008, she received an 
opportunity to become a meteorologist only if she completed 
a four-year program in two years.  Motivated by the need 
for Samoan meteorologists and NWS’s mission of saving lives and property, she accepted the offer and attended the 
University of Hawaii (UH) at Manoa.  She received her Bachelor’s degree in Meteorology in 2010 and was chosen as the 
student speaker for the commencement ceremony, alongside former President Obama’s sister, Dr. Maya Soetoro-Ng, 
who was the keynote speaker.  A Proclamation signed by former mayor of Honolulu, Mr. Muliufi Hanneman, was given 
to her for being the first Samoan to achieve such a rare opportunity in the history of the state’s university.  In 2012, she 
obtained her Master of Public Administration from UH graduating with honors and as a member of the Global Honor 
Society for Public Affairs & Administration - Pi Alpha Alpha.  It was her desire to receive the M.A. to bridge the gap 
between the islands and policy makers by sharing the importance of each island culture, and how some policies can 
threaten the uniqueness, the culture, livelihood, and the people of the Pacific Islands.

Elinor is American Samoa’s science member for the National Tsunami Mitigation Hazard Program.  Her passion for the 
Samoan culture and Pacific Islands empowered her to play an active role in the re-development of the NWS Pacific 
Region’s EEO/Diversity program.  Elinor loves to spend time with her family and children, immersing them in the Samoan 
culture and teaching those important values and beliefs that were ingrained in her. She credits God, her Samoan culture, 
the support of her family and everyone she has met in her life for all of her accomplishments.
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